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The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. ALLEN).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 26, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable RICK W.
ALLEN to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m.

————
529 COLLEGE SAVINGS PLANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, paying for
college is hard work, and it is getting
more difficult as tuition and fees con-
tinue to increase at rapid rates.

Fortunately, American families have
an investment tool known as a 529 plan
to help them save for their child’s col-
lege education. Since 2001, students
have been able to withdraw earnings
from these plans tax free if the funds
are used to pay for qualified higher
education expenses.

It was disheartening to learn last
week that President Obama now wants
to tax those withdrawals and treat the
earnings as student income, which
would hurt a child’s chances of receiv-
ing financial aid. With student loan
debt surpassing credit card debt, it is
incredibly irresponsible of the Presi-
dent to take away this valuable tool
that millions of American families use
to save for college.

House Republicans will fight this at-
tempt to raise taxes on hardworking
American families. We want to encour-
age, not discourage, families from in-
vesting in their child’s future.

———

PRESIDENT EARNS THREE
PINOCCHIOS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, ‘“‘Our
diplomacy is at work with respect to
Iran where, for the first time in a dec-
ade, we have halted the progress of its
nuclear program and reduced its stock-
pile of nuclear material.”

This absurd claim by the President
last week earned him three Pinocchios
from The Washington Post. Many dis-
agree, including a former International
Atomic Energy Agency, IAEA, official,
who says:

It appears that the production of cen-
trifuge components continues. No new
nuclear components have been in-
stalled, but it does not mean that the
production of those came to a halt.

For over a decade, the United States,
along with the rest of the U.N. Secu-
rity Council, has tried, but failed, to
reach a deal with Tehran on its nuclear
weapon program. Iran has defiantly
marched toward developing nuclear
weapons, while refusing to negotiate
with the United States in good faith.
Instead, its leaders have continued to
call for the destruction of Israel and
the destruction of the United States.
Now, isn’t that lovely.

Just this November, in the midst of
nuclear negotiations, the Iranian Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps released this
statement:

The United States is still the great
Satan and number one enemy of the Is-
lamic Revolution and the Islamic Re-
public and the Iranian nation.

Iran’s actions over the years are not
surprising. After all, it is the world’s
largest state sponsor of terrorism.
Using both its own military operatives
and its proxy, Hezbollah, Iran has
planned attacks, terror, and murder
throughout the globe. Hezbollah is the
puppet, but Iran pulls the strings.

Finally, after years of Iran stalling
and defying calls to halt its nuclear
weapon development, the West played
hardball with sanctions, primarily tar-
geting Iran’s bank and energy indus-
tries. The sanctions worked. Iran’s
GDP dropped for the first time in 20
years, and Iran finally came to the ne-
gotiating table.

Then came the white flag and the
great retreat of 2013. The administra-
tion relaxed sanctions just when Iran
was beginning to feel the consequences
of its actions. Relaxing sanctions has
helped Iran, helped its economy, and
resulted in Iran reverting to its defiant
ways.

Mr. Speaker, sanctions worked. Now
is not the time to retreat, appease and
play the Chamberlain. If anything, we
should increase sanctions. Congress is
trying to do that, but the President has
now publicly told Congress—and Iran—
that he will veto any legislation that
increases sanctions. This seems to be
at odds with United States national se-
curity. Negotiators in Europe and the
U.S. want to relax sanctions. They are
acting like timid sheep. They cannot
lay down with the jackal of the desert,
Iran, for they shall be his mutton meal.
Mr. Speaker, loosening up on sanctions
is foolish, dangerous, and not dealing
in reality.
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